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Dr. Darryl L. Birkenfeld works as a community developer, educator and social 
entrepreneur. He was reared on a diversified family farm with 7 brothers and 4 
sisters in Nazareth, Texas. He earned an undergraduate degree in Humanities at 
College of Santa Fe, in Santa Fe, NM, where he also studied for the Roman 
Catholic priesthood. Seminary formation then took Darryl to the American 
College in Leuven, Belgium, where he earned a Masters in Religious Studies from 
the Catholic University of Louvain, and a Special BA in philosophy from the 
Higher Institute of Philosophy at the Catholic University of Louvain.  
 
Birkenfeld was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Amarillo, TX, in 1988, and 
served for 14 years, ministering in three large Hispanic parishes. He also started 
the annual Southern Plains Conference, and founded The Promised Land 
Network as an educational outreach for sustainable agriculture. In 1995, 
Birkenfeld entered a doctoral program at the Graduate Theological Union in 
Berkeley, California, in the field of social ethics. In 2002, he completed a Ph.D. in 
social ethics from The Graduate Theological Union and the University of 
California in Berkeley, successfully defending a dissertation on reconstructing a 
holistic method for U.S. agricultural ethics.  
 
Later in 2002, Darryl left the priesthood, and continued following his calling in 
rural community development by becoming Director of Ogallala Commons, a 
nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, offering leadership and education to create 
vibrant Great Plains communities. In recent years, he has worked extensively in 
rebuilding local and regional food systems, creating public education 
conferences, water education, and creating a Community Internship program.  
 
Darryl resides in Nazareth, TX, and has been married to Joann Starr since 2003. 
Together they built a home, Casa La Entereza, using many green construction 
techniques, such as solar electricity generation, energy efficient construction 
materials, rainwater collection, and xeric landscaping. They are in the process of 
turning their 45-acre shortgrass prairie and playa, and Casa La Entereza into a 
nonprofit education center. Currently, they offer tours to the general public and 
interested groups. 
 

 

 


