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Ogallala Commons is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization offering education 
and leadership to create vibrant communities throughout the Great Plains 
region. For more information, visit our website:  

www.ogallalacommons.org

The CHS Foundation, the major OC partner in creating 
Community Internships, is the giving entity of CHS, Inc.,
a diversified energy, grains, and foods company commit-
ted to providing the essential resources that enrich lives.
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What is a Community Internship?
Ogallala Commons (OC) Community Internships provide three main 
components: work experience, skill development, and hometown career 
exploration.  Our internships are built through a partnership between 
Ogallala Commons and a community, institution, civic organization, or 
business.  Since 2007, these innovative partnerships have created more 
than 150 Community Internships In six states (see map on back panel)!

Whether for a summer or a semester, OC Community Interns make an 
impact in our hometowns and neighborhoods--through projects that
reveal both the gifts and challenges  of the places we call home.
Community Internships are open to high school and college students, or 
adults seeking to build additional skills or develop new careers.   These
internships provide one of the best possibilities for communities to 
connect with and inspire youth and adults to return home to live, work, 
and raise their families.

Multiplying Our Investments:
Funding provided by Intern Partners (green column) receives a match 
from the CHS Foundation—enabling Ogallala Commons to cover its 
program costs, and to pay the intern an excellent stipend for their work.

To participate in or to learn more about the OC Community Internship 
Program, contact:
Julie Hodges, MS - Heritage Management
OC Education Coordinator
Email: juliehodges@prairieworkshop.com
Phone: 806-445-6075

We encourage you to read firsthand accounts from current and former 
interns on our Community Intern Blog sites at: 
www.ogallalaintern.blogspot.com.  See links on the right side of the 
page to access all six blog sites.

Key Ingredients of an OC Community Internship:	

	 -  Investment Partners
	 					Civic	organizations,	city	and	county	governments,	schools,	churches,	businesses,	nonprofits,	
	 					Chambers	of	Commerce—together	or	individually—provide	the	investment	fee		
	 					required		for	the	internship.
	 -  Projects
	 				Community	Interns	are	not	simply	inexpensive	labor	to	run	errands	or	do	odds-and-ends.		
	 				Successful	internships	require	focused,	well-defined	projects.		
	 -  Supervisor
	 					OC	Community		Internships	require	a	committed		supervisor		capable		of	giving	an	hour	per		
	 					week	to	guide	and	mentor	the	intern.				 	
 -  Interns
	 				Candidates	who	are	disciplined,	motivated,	and	able	to	be	self-starters	make	excellent	
	 				Community	Interns.


